Coronal mass ejections (CMEs) disrupt the flow of the solar wind and produce disturbances that strike the Earth with sometimes catastrophic results. These ejections are often associated with solar flares and prominence eruptions, but they can also occur in the absence of either of these processes. The frequency of CMEs varies with the sunspot cycle. At the solar minimum we observed about one CME a week. Near the solar maximum we could observe an average of 2 to 3 CMEs per day. We have studied different CME characteristics based on the observation with Large 
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INTRODUCTION
The coronal mass ejections (CMEs) are large-scale magnetized plasma structures that erupt from the Sun and are transported in the heliosphere [1] . They are found to correlate with the occurrence of strong non-recurrent disturbances in the interplanetary medium, and their interactions with Earth's magnetosphere cause severe geomagnetic storms [2, 3] . CMEs typically appear as loop-like features that disrupt the helmet streamers in the solar corona. These coronal mass ejections carry a bulk of solar material in the range 10 11 -10 14 kg at the speeds of 10-4000 km/s. The Large Angle and Spectrometric Coronagraph (polarimeter) (LASCO) on board the Solar and Heliospheric Observatory (SOHO) space craft (the solar maximum mission (SMM)) allowed identification of many properties of CMEs [4] . The huge amount of energy involved in such electronic processes is to be stored in the magnetic fields surrounding the mass ejection site. The mentioned SOHO space craft has by now extensively observed the CME events since the solar minimum in 1996 up to the current solar cycle. Some of the SOHO/LASCO observations have been described by many workers [5] [6] [7] [8] Recently, many authors have investigated the CME speeds at the near-Sun region, mainly from the space-borne white light images and their implications at 1 AU [9] [10] [11] . In the present work, various properties of coronal mass ejections have been classified according to their source region (based on the measurements of position angle) and discussed.
OBSERVATION DATA AND THEIR ANALYSIS
Our knowledge about the coronal mass ejection comes from two spatial domains: the near-Sun (up to 30 solar radii) region remotely sensed by a coronagraph; and the geospace (and beyond) where in situ observations are made by a space craft. In the present study, we have analyzed in detail all coronal mass ejections occurred from 1996 to Apr. 2006 based on the data from (http://cdaw.gsfc.nasa.gov/CME list). We have used a new aspect to identify the properties of coronal mass ejections, and classified CMEs into two classes with respect to their position angle, namely, class A and class B. Class A CMEs are those which occur with the measurement position angle (MPA) 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005 respectively. The histogram of two classes of CME is depicted in Fig. 1 . Empty and black-shaded histograms stand for class A and B, respectively. It is apparent from Fig. 1 that the occurrence rate of class B CMEs was greater than that for class A in 1996, which was the year of the minimum solar activity. It is also observable from Fig. 1 that the maximum number of both types of CME occurred in year 2000, but the occurrence rate of class B CME is greater in comparison with class A [12] . Thus, we conclude that the maximum number of both type CMEs occurred during the maximum activity of solar cycle. The CME speed is determined when at least two height measurements are available. Sometimes, data gaps happen, due to our inability to measure the speeds of about 3% of the CMEs.
We have taken the linear speed of CMEs in km/s. The number of events in both classes is almost the same in each speed distribution range as depicted in -50) o . This result is similar to the earlier findings [13] . Figure 4 shows the distribution of the apparent angular width of class A and class B from Jan. 1996 to Apr. 2006. In Fig. 4 
